REPORT 


O F T H E 


OF  THE 


^ovon  of 


NEW-BEDFORD: 

PRESS  OP  BENJAMIN  LINDSEY. 


A 


V 


1847, 


REPORT 


Citizens  of  Fair  Haven: 

Your  committee  appointed  to  the  superintendence  of  town 
schools  (Ihring  the  past  yea^,  heg  leave  to  submit  the  following,  as 
their  report.  We  print  and  publish  it  a little  in  advance  of  the  usual 
time,  in  order  to  present,  in  season  for  your  consideration,  certain 
changes,  which  we  hope  will  receive  attention  and  be  acted  on  at  the 
ensuing  town  meeting.  The  necessity  for  such  changes  will  be  partly 
seen  in  the  statement  we  now  proceed  to  make  respecting  our  proceed- 
ings and  the  condition  of  the  schools. 

On  entering  upon  our  duties,  we  adopted  the  usual  plan  of  allotting 
a certain  number  of  Districts  to  each  individual  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, for  his  own  particular  charge.  According  to  the  arrangement 

Numbers  1,  2, 3,  4, 11,  12,  13  and  19  fell  to  Messrs.  Dawes  and  Poor. 

Nos.  5,  6,  7,  18  to  Mr.  J.  Robinson; 

Nos.  8,  9,  10  to  Mr.  Wm.  Gould. 

Nos.  14,  15,  16,  17  to  Mr.  F.  Jenney. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Jenney  during  the  summer,  his  por- 
tion of  the  schools  was,  for  that  time,  entrusted  to  the  care  of  Messrs. 
Dawes  and  Poor. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  money  we  were  guided  by  the  instructions 
of  the  town,  given  i»-tJi^ollowing  vote,  passed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  viz  : ) 

“ That  they  (the  sc1io«  committee)  be  instructed  to  apportion  the 
said  money  as  follows,  viz  ; The  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  be 
divided  equally  among  the  several  school  Districts  in  the  town,  except- 
ing District  17  (on  West  Island),  and  the  remainder  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  school  Districts,  according  to  the  number  of  scholars  be- 
tween the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen  years.” 

On  this  vote  of  the  town  we  would  here  respectfully  offer  a few  re- 
marks. As  far  as  can  be  learned,  it  was  occasioned  by  a supposed  un- 
fairness in  the  distribution  of  the  school  funds  the  previous  year,  and  it 
seems  therefore  to  carry  an  implication  against  the  doings  of  the  then 
existing  committee.  Inasmuch  as  most  of  that  committee  were  re-ap- 
pointed, it  is  but  just  that  we  improve  this  opportunity,  to  make  an  ex- 
planation of  the  case,  as  it  stood,  and  relieve  ourselves  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  wrong.  Whatever  tends  to  increase  the  already  too  prevalent 
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lack  of  confidence  in  public  officers  is  an  evil,  that  ought,  if  possible, 
to  be  removed,  for  the  sake  of  all  parties  concerned.  The  unfairness 
alluded  to  was  this.  On  calculation,  it  was  found  that  Districts  12  and 
13  had  more  money  appropriated  on  each  scholar  than  was  granted  to 
one  or  two  other  larger  districts,  which  had  equal  claims  with  it.  Thi 
apparent  partiality  arose  from  the  fact,  that  the  committee  were  disap- 
pointed in  not  receiving  the  funds  from  the  state  as  was  expected,  owing 
to  a deficiency  in  the  returns  made  to  the  state  Secretary  in  1845.  Ac- 
cording to  agreement,  it  was  determined,  that  these  funds,  when  they 
came,  were  to  be  appropriated  to  all  but  the  village  schools,  these  re- 
signing their  share  for  an  equivalent.  The  addition  thus  furnished 
would  have  made  the  apportionment  an  equitable  one.  But  the  com- 
mittee were  not  made  aware  of  their  loss  until  it  was  too  late  to  effect 
a change.  They  were  therefore  obliged  to  let  things  remain  as  they 
were.  This  explanation  was  made  to  complainants  at  the  time  of  the 
last  meeting,  and  ought  to  have  been  sufficient  to  have  screened  the 
committee  from  blame.  But  it  seems  from  the  motion  and  passage  of 
the  above  vote  that  confidence  had  been  tojjdeeply  shaken  to^allowthe 
repose  of  the  same  trust  again. 

But  it  is  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  the  committee, 
that  we  publish  the  above  statement.  Our  chief  object  is  to  remove, 
if  possible,  at  least  one  reason  for  making  the  vote  in  question  a prece- 
dent for  the  future.  In  our  opinion,  the  business  of  distributing  the 
money  ought  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  trust-worthy,  impartial  indi- 
viduals, who  are  acquainted  personally  with  the  state  of  all  the  Dis- 
tricts. So  widely  different  are  the  several  schools,  both  in  character, 
and  in  numbers,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  town,  in  its  collective  ca- 
pacity, to  determine  the  wants  of  each,  or  to  frame  any  general  rule, 
that  shall  do  justice  to  all  alike.  There  are  some,  whose  scholars  are 
so  advanced  in  age  and  attainments,  as  to  demand  a male  teacher 
throughout  the  year.  Others  again  may  be  kept  for  the  same  length 
of  time,  and  to  equal  advantage,  by  a female  teacher.  So  too  in  dis- 
tricts equally  populous,  the  average  attendance  greatly  varies;  and  if, 
as  is  usually  the  case,  the  less  number  of  scholars  the  more  instruction 
received,  some  of  these  districts  ought  to  have  the  privilege  of  longer 
terms  than  others,  in  order  to  receive  equal  benefit  with  them.  How 
true  this  is,  may  be  seen  from  the  account  ^tren  ibelow.  Here  then, 
there  is  great  scope  for  the  exercise  of  discraioi^y  powers,  and  none 
but  those,  who  have  examined  the  schools,  cJlsd^termine  what  portion 
of  money  can  be  the  proper  allotment  to  each.  In  proof  of  these  state- 
ments, we  would  adduce  the  fact,  that  while  the  town  did  nobly  in  rais- 
ing the  sum  of  school-money  it  did,  yet,  their  rule  of  apportionment 
worked  so  unequally,  that  some  schools  have  had  more  than  they 
wanted,  and  others  not  enough.  We  would  therefore  earnestly  recom- 
mend to  the  town,  that  they  hereafter  choose  a committee,  in  whose 
judgment  and  impartiality  they  can  fully  confide,  and  then  leave  it  with 
them  to  divide  the  funds,  as  they  deem  best,  untrammeled  by  a vote 
passed  at  a venture. 

A few  weeks  after  entering  upon  duty,  your  committee  found  to  their 
surprise  and  regret,  that  the  business  of  selecting  and  contracting  with 
teachers,  devolved  bylaw  upon  them.  Heretofore  this  has  been  made 
the  duty  of  the  prudential  committees,  and  we  supposed  it  was  so  stifl. 
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until  it  was  found  that  the  vote  required  to  this  efiect  had  not  been 
passed  by  the  town.  This  discovery  le'd  to  no  little  embarrassment 
and  difficulty.  A meeting  of  the  committee  was  immediately  called, 
and  it  was  voted  “ that  we  ratify  the  proceedings  of  the  prudential  com- 
mittees thus  far,  and  attend  to  the  duties  thus  thrown  into  our  hands.” 
Since  such  is  the  state  of  the  case,  those  who  have  been  so  hasty  in 
charging  the  committee  with  an  usurpation  of  undue  powers  will  be 
pleased  to  see  their  own  unreasonableness. 

STATE  OF  SCHOOLS. 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 

House.  Amid  sharp  contentions,  and  much  opposition  a new  build- 
ing  has,  at  last,  been  erected  in  this  district,  of  neat  exterior,  and  fair 
proportions,  but  untortunately  seated  throughout  with  benches  suitable 
only  for  children  of  5 and  7 years  of  age.  This  renders  it  entirely  un- 
ht  for  the  larger  scholars,  who  can  find  no  place  for  their  limbs,  e.xcept 
by  assuming  the  most  painful  attitudes.  The  committee  have  repeat- 
edly urged  an  alteration.  But  such  is  the  state  of  parties,  and  such  the 
difficulty  of  raising  funds,  that  they  have  been  able  to  accomplish  noth- 
ing. As  it  now  is,  the  building  is  only  suitable  for  an  infant  schooU 

rr,  1 C Summer  term  5 months.  Miss  J.  F.  White, 
leacaers^  “ 4 “ Mr.  Reuben  Hafford. 

Q . , ( Summer  term,  W’hole  No.  22.  Average  attendance  16.7 

^ Winter  “ “ *•  35.  Average  attendance  22. 

VVe  cannot  speak  in  praise  of  the  appearance  or  progress  of  this 
school.  The  teachers  both  seem  to  have  lacked  efficiency,  and- have, 
to  a great  extent,  failed  to  inspire  their  pupils  with  a zeal  for  study. 
'Fhey  were  chosen  on  the  ground,  that  they  had  been  tried  before  and 
found  aeceptabie. 

WELDaN  DISTRICT  NO.  2, 

House.  In  bad  repair  and  destitute  of  all  necessary  accommoda- 
tions. Such  is  the  want  of  public  spirit  in  the  district,  that  there  can^ 
not  be  found  three  individuals,  who  will  assume  the  responsibility,  and 
take  the  requisite  steps  for  calling  a legal  meeting  in  order  to  provide 
for  the.  wants  of  the  school  By  dint  of  effort  on  the  part  of  the  pru- 
dential committee,  a voluntary  meeting  was  held  here  lastfall,  in  which* 
five  dollars  were  subscrTbe^o wards  putting  the  house  in  a good  con- 
dition for  the  winter.  Auct  the  repairs  were  made,  however,  a few 
individuals  declined-  paying  their  subscription  on  the  ground  of  the  ille- 
gality of  the  meeting,  and  thus  a part  ofithe  expense  has  been  thrown  ori 
a worthy  prudential  committee  who  has  been  in  this  way  obliged  to. 
pay  for  the  honors  of  his  office. 

The  little,  that  was  done  to  the  house,  is  by  no. means  sufficient  to. 
render  it  a respectable  place  for  a school. 

.p  i 5 Summer  term  5 montliii.  Miss  Nye. 

I Winter  term  4.  7 months.  Mr.  Slocum, 
cj  1 1 A<*)Summer  term  Whole  No.  S3.  Average  attendance.l9.2< 

^ •^Winter  term  Whole  No.  44.  Average  attendance  31.3. 

Miss  Nye  would  have  done  better  had  she  exhibited  more  energy- 
and  endeavored  to  thiow  more  life  and  animation  into  her  scholars,. 
In  this  respect  there  wa.s  a deficiency  which  will,  unless. removed,  pr.c-* 


vent  her  general  success  as  a teacher.  Of  Mr.  Slocum  we  cannot  but 
speak  in  terms  of  high  commendation.  He  is  an  able  and  accomplish- 
ed instructor,  and  we  would  recommend  to  the  district,  that  they  obtain 
him  again  if  they  can. 

WHITE  DISTRICT  NO.  3, 

House.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  this  was  thoroughly  repaired, 
and  has  thus  far  been  kept  in  the  best  order.  No  traces  of  the  knife 
were  to  be  seen  on  the  benches,  and  the  school  presented  a neat  and 
orderly  appearance. 

( Summer  term  3.2  months,  'i 

Teacher < Fall  “ 3 “ >Mr.  Orlando  Stetson. 

( Winter  “ 3.7  “ > 

( Summer  term,  whole  No.  41.  Average  attendance  24.7 
Scholars^  Fall  term,  whole  No.  36.  “ “ 25.3 

( Winter  term,  whole  No.  38.  “ “ 25.5 

Mr.  Stetson’s  reputation  as  a teacher  has  already  been  established, 
and  we  deem  the  district  fortunate  that  employs  him.  His  government 
is  mild  yet  good,  his  scholarship  fully  adequate  to  his  task,  and  withal 
he  takes  an  interest  in  imparting  instruction,  which  seldom  fails  to 
awaken  in  his  pupils  a desire  for  learning.  He  is  such  a tqacher  as 
we  should  be  glad  to  see  permanently  retained  in  town. 

HEAD  OF  THE  RIVER  DISTRICT  NO.  4. 

House.  For  several  years  the  school  in  this  district  has  been  kept 
in  a room  hired  for  the  purpose  in  the  second  story  of  an  old  dwelling 
house.  Often  has  its  appearance  been  commented  on,  yet  to  no  effect. 
This  year  it  presents  an  aspect  worse  than  ever;  and  is  certainly,  with- 
out exception  the  poorest  schoolroom  in  the  town.  When  last  we  vis- 
ited it,  there  was  a standing  puddle  of  water  extending  for  several  feet 
around  the  door.  The  stairway  was  dislocated,  and  iniieu  of  one  step, 
broken  through,  there  lay  a stick  of  pine  wood,  loose  and  ready  to  roll 
from  under  the  feet  at  every  careless  footfall.  Around  the  narrow,  un- 
finished entry  hung  cobwebs  in  graceful  festoons  all  laden  with  dust, 
the  fit  adornings  of  such  a place.  As  we  entered  the  room  itself,  the 
whole  scene  before  us  was  exactly  what  might  have  been  expected 
from  such  an  introduction.  In  the  small  space  of  hardly  18  feet  square 
more  than  thirty  children  were  compacted  together  on  benches  more 
*or  less  hacked  and  broken.  On  the  sides  of  t^  room,  pretending  to  be 
papered,  were  large  spots  of  grease  and  dir^^cnowing  where  the  schol- 
ar’s heads  and  hands  had  been.  The  winfl^ws  were  shivering,  as  if 
palsy-smitten,  at  every  puff  of  wind.  Through  the  gaping  seams  of 
the  floor  the  cold  air  rushed  up  in  such  large  currents  as  to  benumb 
the  feet  of  the  children  till  they  sometimes  cried  with  pain.  For  a pro- 
tection we  observed  that  one  or  two  children  had  brought  pieces  of 
matting  and  spread  them  under  their  seats.  For  one  thing,  however, 
we  were  thankful.  The  stove  was  so  cracked  around  and  beneath  as 
to  allow  the  ashes  and  sparks  of  fire  to  fall  on  the  unprotected  floor; 
which  gave  promise  that  the  building  might,  one  of  these  days,  go  off 
in  a rapid  consumption.  Indeed  the  teacher  informed  jjfi/ that  she  had 
been  obliged  to  betake  herself  to  the  water-cure  once  already.  Such 
zeal  on  her  part  we  could  by  no  means  approve.  But  aside  from  these 
faults  the  room  was  exceedingly  inconvenient.  There  was  no  place 
for  the  classes  to  stand  in  while  reciting,  except  what  was  furnished  by 
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a narrow  aisle,  that  brought  them  all  sideways  to  the  teacher.  Tlie 
blackboard  hung  where  it  could  only  be  reached  by  mounting  a seat  six 
inches  wide.  The  teacher’s  desk  was  also  a very  uncomfortable  one, 
and  only  by  keeping  that  could  she  have  the  whole  school  under  her 
eye.  Take  it  for  all  in  all,  this  school  room  is  almost  as  great  a dis- 
grace to  Acushnet  as  the  tavern  beside  it.  Perhaps  they  were  placed 
there,  side  by  side,  to  offer  mutual  explanations  in  behalf  of  each  other. 
In  justice  however  to  many  of  our  friends  in  that  district  it  ought  to  be 
said,  that  they  have  labored  for  a change,  but  to  no  effect.  There  is 
an  influence  at  work  somewhere  in  this  district,  best  known  to  those 
who  exercise  it,  which  has  thwarted  every  effort  for  improvement,  with 
a determination,  that  were  better  exercised  in  a better  cause.  How 
long  it  will  triumph  remains  to  be  seen. 

ry.  , ( Slimmer  term  6 months.  Miss  Nancy  B.  Davis, 

leacners  ^ ^ ,,  Margaret  P.  White. 

„ , , ( Summer  terra  Whole  No.  36.  Average  attendance  26.8. 

25C  olars  ^ « « « 34.  Average  attendance  30. 

Both  the  teachers  in  this  district  have  discharged  their  duties,  as 
faithfully  and  successfully  as  could  be  expected  under  the  discouraging 
circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed. 

FRIENDS  DISTRICTING.  5. 

House.  In  a mean  and  very  unsuitable  condition.  It  never” was  fin* 
ished,  and  what  was  done  was  not  done  right.  The  seats  are  all  too 
narrow  and  too  high,  varying  from  15  1-2  to  21  1-2  inches  above  the 
floor.  There  are  no  accommodations  for  the  children’s  hats  and  cloaks. 
The  teacher’s  desk  is  so  constructed  as  not  to  allow  of  his  sitting 
down  at  all.  The  entry  is  left  unfinished  and  open  to  the  roof,  which 
being  poorly  shingled,  lets  in'  the  wet  and  cold  to  a most  uncomforta- 
ble degree.  In  short  the  school  house,  though  comparatively  new,  is 
one  of  the  worst  in  the  town.  No  school  can  be  kept  in  good  order 
there.  And  yet  notwithstanding  this  state  of  things,  w'e  understand  that 
the  state  of  the  district  is  such  as  to  give  no  hope  that  any  improve- 
ment will  be  made  there  soon. 

rp  , ( Summer  term  5.7  montlis.  Miss  Eliza  R.  Davis, 

leacneis  ^ ,,  Mr.  Harrison  Staples. 

o,  1 , < Summer  term  Whole  No.  36.  Average  attendance  27.8. 

Scholars  ^ “ 34.  “ “ 28. 

As  far  as  can  beastftftaiaed,  both  these  teacheis  have  given  perfect 
satisfaction  to  the  peopley*Sid  they  certainly  have  approved  themselves 
by  their  faithfulness  and  diligence,  to  the  committee. 

LONG  PLAIN  ROAD  DISTRICT  NO.  6. 

House,  Very  nearly  as  it  should  be.  It  needs,  however,  a larger 
plot  of  ground  for  the  accommodation  of  the  scholars  as  a play-ground. 

rp  1 5 Summer  term  5.5  months.  Miss  Corrilla  King, 

leacners  ^ “ 4 Mr.  Jones  Robinson. 

^ Summer  term  Whole  No.  34.  Average  attendance  20.3. 

Scholars  ^ “ 43.  “ “ 31. 

Miss  King  failed  only  in  ability  to  govern  her  school.  This  defi- 
ciency prevented  her  from  employing  to  good  success  in  instruction 
the  excellent  natural  abilities  and  the  fine  acquirements  she  possesses. 
Mr.  Robinson  is  one  of  the  committee  and  needs  not  that  we  should 
sound  his  praises. 
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DISTRICT  NO  7. 

House,  In  good  order  and  well  kept. 

I Summer  term  3 months.  MissAbby  Bennett. 

Teachers  / Fall  “ 3 “ “ Eugenia  Hall. 

( Winter  “ 3 5 “ Mr.  James  L.  Humphrey. 

( Summer  term  Whole  No.  44.  Average  attendance  37.7. 

Scholars  ^ Fall  “ “ 48.  “ “ 37.8. 

( Winter  “ “ “ 48.  “ “ 39.4. 

With  the  exception  of  some  little  dissatisfaction  with  the  teacher 
towards  the  close  of  the  summer  term,  the  school  has  flourished  well 
under  its  able  and  efficient  instructors.  We  should  judge  that  in  this 
district  there  prevailed  a praise  worthy  ambition  in  reference  to  matters 
of  education. 

DISTRICT  No.  8. 

House,  Very  uncomfortable  ; windows  loose"and  rattling  ; floor 
so  thin  and  cracked  that  with  a slight  pressure  a man  might,  in  two 
places,  thrust  his  heel  through  it;  benches  long  and  inconvenient,  be- 
sides so  hacked  and  mutilated  and  in  other  ways  injured,  as  not  to  be 
fit  for  a school  house:  A new  building  is  greatly  needed  here,  yet 

such  is  the  disposition  of  a certain  ruling  party  in  this  district,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  effect  any  improvements.  During  the  latter  half  of 
the  year  there  was  no  prudential  committee  for  reasons  best  known  to 
those  who  refused  to  elect  a person  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  the  one  chosen  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

( Summer  term,  4 months.  Miss  Harriet  Payson. 

6 c le  s ^ Winter  term,  4 “ Mr.  Alfred  Nye. 

55  , , < Summerterm,  W^holeNo.  42.  Average  attendance,  20.2 

Scholars^  Winter  “ « “ 31.  “ “ 18.9 

Both  the  teachers  employed  in  this  school  have  done  their  best, 
under  difficult  circumstances,  to  promote  the  progress  of  their  pupils, 
and  have  earned  credit  for  their  faithful  endeavors  at  instruction.  Yet 
the  very  best  efforts  can  accomplish  but  little  where,  on  an  average,  half 
the  scholars  are  absent  every  day.  During  the  winter  term  one  boy 
was  expelled  from  school  for  assault  on  the  teacher. 

WING  DISTRICT  No.  9. 

House.  Good  and  new. 

, 5 Summer  term  3 months.  3Ii^-|V’hite. 

Winter  “ 5 “ “ -Aannah  Payson. 

e 1 1 S Summer  term,  Whole  No.  21.  Average  attendance  14.9 

Scholars  ^ 3.3  - „ « „ g,,  5 

Both  teachers  have  approved  themselves  to  the  committee. 

ROYAL  HATHAWAY  DISTRICT  No.  10. 

H OUSE.  This  building  has  been  faithfully'  described  in  former 
reports,  and  we  do  not  like  to  repeat  what  has  been  said.  It  is  a 
matter  of  surprise,  that  district  No.  10  can  set  such  a house  in  such  a 
conspicuous  place,  and  not  feel  it  to  be  a perpetual  disgrace.  We  owe 
it,  however,  to  the  inhabitants  to  state,  that  one  reason  for  their  not 
making  a change  is,  that  they  are  waiting  to  see  what  the  towm  will 
grant,  towards  aiding  them  in  the  erection  of  a new  house.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  town-poor  attend  this  school  and  have  done  so  for  a long 
time  at  the  expense  of  the  district.  It  is  therefore  thought,  but  just 
that,  so  long  as  this  is  the  case,'  the  town  lend  its  aid  in  providing 
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suitable  accoimnodatioris  for  the  school.  To  this,  of  course,  uono  can 
object.  VVc  would  therefore  earnestly  recommend  to  the  towri,  that 
they  appropriate  such  a sum  as  they  think  best  to  this  object,  so  that 
no  obstacle  shall  remain  in  the  way  of  improvements  that  are  sadly 
needed. 


, ( Summer  term  4 months.  Miss  Mary  Trevette, 

VVihter  7 “ Mr  Charles  Macomber. 


A lack  of  strict  government,  and  the  prevalence  of  sickness  among 
the  children,  conspired  greatly  to  retard  the  progress  ofthis  school  in 
the  summer.  During  the  winter  however  the  state  of  things  was  greatly 
improved,  and  under  the  efficient  discipline  of  Mr  Macomber  the  schol- 
ars made  commendable  improvement. 


POL\T  DISTRICT  No.  11. 

IIoL’SE.  An  honor  to  the  district. 

rp  , 5 Summer  term  5.7  months.  Miss  Cordelia  Crossman. 

J eacuers  ^ - 5 “ Mr  James  N.  Macomber. 

Scholars 

Dibits  three  months  in  the  winter,  an  infant  school  was  kept  in 
this  district  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Crossman,  containing  40  scolars. 
'i’his  advantage  is  one  that  was  greatly  needed  and  was  secured  by  rea- 
son of  the  increase  of  funds.  01  the  abilities  and  success  of  the  teachers 
we  can  only  speak  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise.  They  have  both 
maintained  good  order  and  imparted  thorough  instruction. 


Summer  term,  Whole  No.  4^^.  Average  attendance  42.3 
Winter  “ 43  “ 34.5 


DISTRICT  12  AND  13,  (in  the  village.) 

In  this  large  district  there  are  six  schools  of  different  grades.  These 
have  all  been  in  session  4 terms,  the  first  three  of  which  were,  each 
three  months  long,  the  last  6 weeks.  The  year  was  not  completed 
for  lack  of  funds.  Of  the  schools  we  proceed  to  speak  separately  , 

Grammar  School. — House.  This,  and  the  two  following  schools 
occupy  one  building.  The  hall,  in  which  the  Grammar  school  i.s 
kept,  is  in  the  second  story,  and  in  some  respects  is  exceedingly 
inconvenient.  It  seats  ejgliU’'  scholars— a number  large  enough  to 
require  the  services  of  afi  a^islant  teacher.  It  ought  therefore  to  be 
provided  with  an  adjoining  recitation  room.  This  it  has  not,  and 
hence  the  two  classes  that  are  now  always  upon  the  floor  at  the  .same 
time,  at  opposite  ends  of  the  hall,  disturb  each  other  not  a littie  in 
various  ways.  A slight  alteration  would  remedy  this  inconvenience 
and  contribute  much  to  the  improvement  of  the  school  and  the  comfort 
of  the  teachers. 

Teacker.s.  This  school  has  for  the  year  been  under  the  care  of 
Mr  Hiram  VV.  French,  Principal,  and  Miss  Margaret  Kernpton  As- 
sistant. 


f list  term  ^Vhole  No.  61.  Average  attendance  4.60 


This  school  we  regard  as  a model  for  its  kind.  Never  have  we. 
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seen  belter  order  than  what  has  been  kept  here.  With  apparently 
little  effort,  Mr  French  has  succeeded  in  establishing  a system  of  disci- 
pline that  regulates  the  movements  of  the  school  with  the  beauty  and 
precision  of  clock-work.  And  it  has  certainly  been  a pleasant  treat  to 
the  committee,  to  enter  the  school  from  time  to  time,  and  watch  with 
what  diligence  and  quiet  application,  all  the  scholars,  as  if  animated 
with  one  spirit,  pursued  their  studies.  The  large  increase  of  numbers 
in  this  department  proves  that  the  district  have  not  undervalued  the 
abilities  of  its  teachers. 

Medium  School. — House.  The  room  appropriatedfto  this  school  is 
just  below  the  hall  above  spoken  of,  and  is  on  the  same  floor  with  the 
infant  school. 

As  may  well  be  imagined  there  is  a good  deal  of  noise  heard  here 
that  does  not  belong  to  the  room.  This  is  very  annoying,  and  ought 
• in  some  way  to  be  prevented.  Three  schools  for  one  building  are 
just  two  too  many. 

Teachers.  During  the  first  two  terms  Miss  Margaret  White  as- 
sisted by  Miss  Ann  Liscomb  managed  this  school.  Afterwards  it  was 
entrusted  to  the  charge  of  Miss  Emily  Gray. 

fist  terra  No.  53.  Average  attendance  46. 


Miss  Gray  belongs  to  the  same  class  of  instructors  with  Mr.  French 
and  is  a teacher  of  rare  capacities.  For  thoroughness  of  scholarship 
and  strictness  of  attention  to  all  the  minutise  of  a good  education  she  is 
unsurpassed.  The  improvements  in  the  school  are  beyond  what  we 
expected  to  see.  and  what  was  said  of  the  Grammar  school  is  equally 
applicable  to  this. 

Infant  School.  The  accommodations  for  this  school  are  not  ade- 
quate to  its  numbers.  Besides,  the  little  creatures  that  here  congre- 
gate are  so  restless,  that  they  ought  to  be  put  in  a building  where, 
with  their  ever  shuffling  feel  and  varied  noises,  they  can  annoy  none 
but  themselves.  No  effort  can  keep  such  children  still;  nor  ought 
they  to  be  kept  entirely  still,  if  this  were  possible.  Nature  requires 
in  them  a kind  of  perpetual  motion,  in  order  to  promote  their  growth. 
They  therefore  require  a peculiar  management,  and  ought  by  all  means 
to  be,  where  they  can  have  it,  without  annoyiVig  the  other  schools. 

Teachers.  Through  the  year  Misses'Lucy  Hathaway  and  Adeline 
Grinnell. 


Scholars 


f 1st  terra,  Whole  No.  67. 
j 2d  “ “ “ 70. 

'1  3d  “ “ “ 70. 

Uth  “ “ 67. 


Average  attendance  55 
“ “ 51 

« 54 


50 


The  appearance  of  this  school  evinces  the  commendable  industry 
and  watchfulness  of  its  instructors. 

N.  P'timary  School. — House.  What  it  ought  to  be,  good  and  com 
modious,  with  a respectable  play  ground  nicely  fenced  in. 

Teacher.  Miss  Clarissa  Crossman,  through  the  year. 


Scholars 


f 1st  term  Whole  No.  39.  Average  attendance  35. 
)2d  “ “ “ .30. 

] 3d  “ “ >^^9.  “ “ 32.6 

1 4th  “ “ “ 46.  “ “ 40. 
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The  previous  reputation  of  this  school  has  been  sustained. 

S.  Primary  School^  No.  1. — House.  In  good  order. 

Teacher.  Through  the  year,  Miss  M.  G.  Croswell. 

fist  term  Whole  No.  64.  Average  Attendance  42.1. 

a , , I 2d  “ “ “ 34.  “ “ 25.9. 

Scholars  < <,  <<  ,<  31.2. 

Util  “ “ 34.  “ 26.2. 

The  appearance  and  progress  of  this  school  have  procured  for  its 
teacher  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all.  Yet  we  must  add  that  a lit- 
tle more  system  in  government  would  have  enabled  her  to  keep  better 
order,  and  instruct  her  pupils  to  greater  advantage. 

No.  2,  Primary  School. — House.  Erected  during  the  last  summer, 
and  was  ready  for  the  reception  of  scholars  at  the  commencement  of 
the  2d  term.  The  number  of  scholars  that  have  attended  it  proves  that 
it  was  greatly  needed ; but  unfortunately  its  location  is  too  far  south  to 
accommodate  the  district  as  it  ought. 

Teachers.  The  school  was  opened  under  the  charge  of  Miss  F rench, 
but  she  being  called  away  at  the  expiration  of  two  months,  it  was  then 
entrusted  to  the  care  of  Miss  H.  N.  Hathaway. 

( 2d  term,  Whole  No.  19.  Average  attendance  19. 

Scholars  ■?  3d  “ “ “ 34.  “ ‘‘  26. 

I 4th  “ “ “ 32.  “ “ 25. 

By  her  happy  government  and  the  interest  she  has  manifested  in  the 
scdiolars.  Miss  Hathaway  has  gained  the  good  will  of  the  school  and 
given  general  satisfaction. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  by  a vote  of  the  district,  the  Pru- 
dential committee  was  instructed  “ to  confer  with  the  school  committee 
and  with  their  concurrence  to  establish  proper  rules  to  secure  the 
punctual  attendance  of  pupils  and  the  good  government  of  the  schools.” 
In  drawing  up  a list  of  regulations  answering  to  this  vote,  it  was  the 
aim  of  those  appointed  for  the  purpose,  to  improve  as  far  as  possible 
the  advantages  offered  by  the  size  and  compactness  of  the  district 
To  this  end  a regular  course  of  studies  was  marked  out,  such  as  was 
deemed  appropriate  to  each  school,  and  it  was  enjoined  that  no  schol- 
ar be  allowed  to  pass  from  a lower  to  a higher  grade,  until  he  could 
satisfactorily  undergo  a thorough  examination  in  the  studies  he  passed 
over.  By  this  arrangement,  a uniform  system  of  instructions  has  been 
established,  throughout  the  schools,  that  readily  determines  the  right 
place  for  eabh  scholar,  and  greatly  facilitates  classification.  Punctu- 
ality also  has  been  secured  by  demanding  of  delinquents  a written  ex- 
cuse for  absence  or  tardiness,  and  requiring  those  who  staid  away  three 
half  days  in  succession  or  five  half  days  through  the  term,  to  go  to  the 
committee  for  leave  to  re-enter  the  school.  The  effect  of  this  regula- 
tion has  been  exceedingly  happy.  It  is  true  parents  have  disliked  it, 
and  much  trouble  has  it  cost  the  committee  to  carry  it  into  execution  ; 
still,  none  can  deny,  that  the  regularity  and  progress  of  the  school  have 
been  greatly  promoted  thereby.  To  what  extent  improvement  has 
been  made  in  this  respect,  cannot  be  altogether  ascertained  by  looking 
at  the  average  attendance  above  given.  During  the  winter,  for  a time, 
the  whooping  cough  and  measles  greatly  prevailed  among  the  chil- 
dren, and  the  schools  were  much  thinned  in  consequence.  But  in  a 
season  of  general  health  it  has  frequently  happened  that  in  the  gram- 
mer  school  out  of  eighty  scholars,  the  average  number  of  absences  k 
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a week  nnd  fortnight  together,  has  been  only  between  three  and  four. 
Notvvithstanding  this  evident  improvement,  we  are  constrained  to  say, 
that  in  many  instances  the  efforts  of  the  committee,  for  preventing  the 
playing  of  truant,  have  been  thwarted  by  over  indulgent  or  reckless 
parents.  This  we  speak  of  more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger;  for  it  was 
not  ourselves,  but  the  children  and  the  schools  that  have  suffered  the 
injury.  These  delinquencies  do  serve  greatly  to  arrest  progress  in 
study  and  break  up  the  classes.  Parents  ought  to  see  and  feel  this 
more  than  they  do.  How  much  indifference  still  prevails  on  the  sub- 
ject may  be  learned  from  the  fact,  that  in  one  school  alone  during  the 
past  year,  there  have  been  presented  not  less  than  1023  written  excus- 
es. These  denote  the  number  of  gaps  made  in  the  course  of  instruc- 
tion— the  breaks  that  happen  along  the  line  of  the  scholar’s  progress; 
and  now,  we  ask,  what  regularity  can  be  hoped  for  in  a school  where 
these  interruptions  transpire  so  frequently.  We.  would  earnestly  re- 
quest parents  therefore  to  think  of  this  matter  more  than  they  do,  and 
to  co-operate  with  the  teacher  and  committee  yet  more  zealously  in 
seeing  that  their  children  get  to  school  in  season,  and  taking  care  that 
they  stay  there  the  day  out  and  the  term  out.  It  will  then  be  possible 
so  to  improve  the  facilities  furnished  for  thorough  and  systematic  edii- 
cation  in  this  district,  as  to  render  its  public  schools  equal  to  any  pri- 
vate schools  that  may  be  established.  May  we  be  allowed  to  express 
the  hope,  that  the  regulations  carried  into  effect  the  past  year,  will  be 
continued  and  perfected  by  future  committees. 


SCONTICUT  NECK  DISTRICT  NO.  14. 


House.  Rather  the  worse  for  wear,  and  needs  to  be  thoroughly  re- 
paired. We  hope  this  will  be  done  soon. 


,p  , ( Summer  term  3 mos.  Mr.  F.  Jeniiev. 

ieachers^  Winter  “ 5 “ “ “ “ ' 


Scholars 


Summer  term  Whole  No.  29. 
Winter  “ “ “ 34. 


Average  attendance  2]  .2. 

“ “ 22.8. 

Mr.  .lenney  is  a member  of  the  committee,  and  modesty  forbids  the 
well  merited  commendation  in  this  Report. 


NASKETUCKET  DISTRICT  NO.  35. 


House.  As  might  have  been  expected,  the  old  bungalow  where 
this  school  had  so  long  been  kept,  was  at  the  close  of  the  summer  term, 
shattered  by  a bolt  from  the  angry  heavens,  and  from  the  ruins  there 
has  arisen  a fair  structure,  wdiich  needs  only  to  be  properly  painted  in 
order  to  make  it  an  ornament  to  the  neighborhood  where  it  stands. 
We  are  sorry  however  to  say.  that  for  son;e  reason  or  other  the  lot  on 
which  it  is  located  failed  of  being  enlarged  as  it  ought  to  have  been. 
Whose  fault  w’as  it  that  no  more  land  could  be  purchased  when  all  the 
district  seemed  to  be  so  anxious  that  the  children  should  have  proper 
accommodations  7 

Teachers 


< Summer  term  4.2  mos.  i\frs.  .Tanc  Bell. 

I Winter  “ 3.2  “ Mr.  Thomas  Cory. 


I j ' ( Summer  term  Whole  No.  31.  Average  attendance  25. 
) Winter  “ “ “ 30.  * “ “ 30. 


With  the  exception  of  an  indiscreet  admittance  of  too  much  com^ 
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p-.iny  towards  the  close  of  the  summer  term,  Mrs.  Bell  earned  herself 
credit  for  her  efforts  and  gave  general  satisfaction.  Of  Mr  Cory  we 
would  say  that  the  committee  have  not  been  disappointed  in  the  high 
expectations  formed  of  him  when  chosen. 

NEW  BOSTON  DISTRICT.  NO.  10. 

House.  In  a fair  condition. 

rp  , t Summer  terra  5 mos.  Mi.'s  D.  fl.  Bnidford. 

Teaccrs  ^ ^ „ j,,.  

j.,  j ^ Sm^mer  term  Whole  No.  60.  Average  atteudaiice  51.1. 

K.C  o ars  ^ T^viiiter  “ “ “ 59.  “ 38. 

Both  the  teachers  in  this  district  have  approved  themselves  well  quali- 
fied for  their  work  and  have  satisfied  the  demands  made  of  them. 

WEST  ISLAND  DISTRICT.  NO.  17. 

This  district  contains  but  two  families  and  has  no  school  house.  The 
children  were  taught  during  the  winter  in  a private  room  by  Miss 
Charlotte  Haskins.  Term  3.5  mos.  No  of  scholars  G. 


I ROBINSON  DISTRICT.  NO.  18. 

House.  Stands  in  Rochester,  and  therefore  does  not  properly  come 
under  Fairhaven  jurisdiction,  It  is  a perfect  curiosity,  and  is  worthy 
of  being  visited,  were  it  only  for  the  sake  of  seeing  how  much  might 
be  made  of  a small  thing.  In  a little  room  just  8 by  12  there  were, 
when  last  we  called,  stowed  together  in  this  narrow  compass  fifieen 
children,  one  teacher,  one  stove,  desks  to  accommodate  all — and  there 
was  just  space  enough  left  in  a corner  for  the  committee  to  stand  in  and 
sec  what  was  going  on. 

„„  5 Summer  term  6.2  months.  Miss  M.  W.  Tripp. 

^ ^ Winter  “ 4 “ “ Eugene  Hall. 

1 , ^ Summer  term  Whole  No.  15.  Average  Attendance  12.0. 

^cnoiars  ^ ..  17.  ..  ..  I3.5. 

Small  as  were  the  accommodations,  learning  was  going  on  here,  at 
a rapid  and  surprising  rate.  The  school — what  there  was  of  it — ha's 
been  an  excellent  on^.  , 


PEASE  DISTRICT.  NO.  19. 


House;  Of  bad  construction,  though  well  built.  We  would  rec- 
commend  to  its  worthy  patron,  that  the  interior  be  entirely  remodelled. 
If  properly  done,  the  house  will  accommodate  a larger  number,  to  bet- 
ter advantage. 


Teachers 


Summer  term  0 months. 
Winter  3.5  “ 


Scholars 


Summer  term  AVhole  No.  51. 
Winter  “ “ “ 50. 


Miss  Betsey  Russell. 

Mr.  Geo.  A.  Kempton, 
Average  attendance  35.9 


38.9 


We  are  sorry  to  say,  that  this  shool  has  not  presented  that  orderly 
appearance,  nor  made  that  rapid  progress,  which  we  wished  to  see. 
There  was  a deficiency  in  government  and  discipline  ; and  where  such 
deficiency  exists,  it  is  impossible  to  impart  instruction  with  any  degree 
of  success. 


With  this,  we  close  our  “ detailed  report  of  the  state  of  the  schools 
required  by  law. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 

A somewhat  thorough  examination  into  the  condition  and  prospects 
of  the  schools,  leads  your  committee  to  reccommend,  that  the  town  abol- 
ish the  present  plan  of  districting  its  territory,  and  assume  the  whole 
management  of  public  schools,  in  its  corporate  capacit}^  as  provided  for 
in  the  statutes.  In  favor  of  making  such  a change,  we  would  submit 
the  following  considerations.  1.  The  present  division  of  the  town 
into  districts,  is  plainly  an  illegal  one.  The  law  requires  that  the  sev- 
eral districts  be  set  off  by  “ metes  and  bounds.  It^ot  sufficient  to  as- 
sign certain  individuals  by  name,  with  their  families,  to  a certain  dis- 
trict. The  town  must  be  divided  geoffraphicalli/.''  Now  it  is  certain 
that  Fairhaven  is  not  so  districted.  If  the  districts  were  ever  laid  out 
according  to  the  above-mentioned  requisition,  their  boundaries  have 
been  very  greatly  deranged  and  effaced.  And  such,  in  fact,  is  the 
condition  of  several  districts,  that  it  is  not  possible  to  call  a strictly  le- 
gal meeting  in  them,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  business.  Hence 
there  have  arisen,  and  always  will  arise,  difficulties  that  serve  effectu- 
ally to  retard  all  improvements. 

A change  of  some  sort,  is  therefore  imperatively  demanded.  That 
which  we  would  recommend  is,  that  the  districting  system  be,  altogeth- 
er abandoned,  and  the  town  assume|the  right  of  locating  the  houses, 
where  they  will  best  accommodate  the  greatest  number  of  inhabitants. 
Should  this  be  done,  the  number  of  schools  might  easily  be  diminished, 
and  the  same  amount  of  money,  that  is  now  appropriated  for  public  ed- 
ucation, will  secure  a greater  amount  of  instruction  for  all. 

2.  Such,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  is  now  the  character  of  several  of  the 
districts,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  few  individuals  in  them,  that  are 
interested  in  educational  matters,  to  procure  the  requisite  accommoda- 
tions for  a good  school.  In  this  town,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  there  may 
be  found  men  utterly  destitute  of  public  spirit,  and  regardless  of  every 
thing  but  money,  who,  by  reason  of  their  ignorance  or  avarice,  consid- 
er taxes  for  the  support  of  schools,  a grievous  burden,  and  are  there- 
fore ever  active  in  opposing  every  measure  that  may  lead  to  expense. 
A few  such  men  in  any  district,  particularly  if  they  happen  to  be  men 
of  property,  and  have  no  children  to  educate,  are  capable  of  doing  great 
mischief,  and  of  ruining  the  interests  of  educaton,  by  insisting  on  a 
perverse  neglect.  Facts  illustrative  of  this  assertion  , might  be  readily 
adduced;  but  we  forbear  holding  up  to  public  odium,  either  individual 
persons  or  dirtricts,  whose  exhibition  of  character  has  been  such,  as  to 
make  us  blush  for  human  nature.  It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  say,  that 
there  are  six  districts  in  this  town,  where  every  effort  for  change — 
change  that  has  been  long  sadly  needed,  has  been,  for  years,  systemat- 
ically opposed;  and  those,  who  are  anxious  to  have  their  children  well 
provided  for,  and  suitably  instructed,  have  been  kept,  as  it  were,  in 
bondage  to  a faction.  Now  the  question  we  would  have  an  enlightened 
town  decide  upon,  is, — Whether  these  districts  shall  always  continue  in 
their  present  condition.  Shall  the  inequalities  which  are  now  manifest 
in  the  appearance  and  progress  of  the  different  schools,  remain,  to  cre- 
ate and  keep  alive  invidious  distinctions,  and  burning  jealousies,  be- 
tween different  portions  of  our  population?  Or  will  the  town  assume 
^nd  exercise  the  power  it  may  have,  to  diffuse  the  advantages  of  a good 


education  equally  among  all  in  its  jurisdiction,  and  bless  all  the  chil* 
dren  under  its  care,  alike  with  the  same  comforts  and  conveniences? 
We  sincerely  hope  the  town  will  have  the  liberal  policy  to  decide  up^ 
on  the  latter  course,  and  follow  the  example  set  us  by  most  of  the 
flourishing  towns  in  the  State. 

3.  The  plan  we  propose  is  more  economical  than  the  one  which 
now  prevails.  For  in  the  first  place,  all  the  expenses  incurred  by  the 
calling  of  separate  meetings  tliro^hout  the  districts  will  be  saved,  and 
these  amount  to  no  small  sum.  Again,  the  number  of  schools  being 
diminished,  it  will  cost  less  to  support  them.  And  so,  too,  will  the  a- 
vails,  arising  from  the  property  of  non-residents,  be  more  equally  dis^ 
tributed. 

4.  It  will  be  a more  effective  plan  likewise.  The  schools  all  be- 
ing entrusted  to  the  care  of  a committee,  who  will  have  in  their  hands 
a certain  sum  appropriated  to  repairs  every  year,  they  will  with  slight 
trouble,  and  without  the  expense  of  calling  a district  meeting,  be  likely 
to  receive,  in  season,  all  the  attention  they  need,  to  be  kept  in  a good 
condition.  Whereas  now,  it  sometimes  happens,  that  a building  suf- 
fers greatly  from  the  want  of  a little  timely  repair,  and  often,  not  until 
it  becomes  absolutely  unfit  for  the  school,  does  the  district  rally  to- 
gether, to  determine  what  must  be  done.  The  truth  is,  that  the  pres- 
ent school  machinery  is  too  complicated  and  cumbrous,  and  needs  ta 
be  simplified,  in  order  to  be  rendered  suitably  efficient  and  serviceable. 

On  this  point  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  adduce  in  our  favor,  the  au- 
thority of  so  competent  a person  as  Mr.  Mann.  His  views,  asexpress- 
ed  in  his  last  Report,  p.  129,  are  as  follows : 

“ As  a general  fact,  the  schools  in  undistricted  towns  are  greatly  superior  to 
those  in  districted  towns ; — and  for  obvious  reasons.  The  first  class  of  towns, — 
the  undistricted, — provide  all  the  schoolhouses,  and,  through  the  agency  of  the 
school  committee,  employ  all  the  teachers.  If  one  good  schoolhouse  is  provided 
for  any  section  of  the  tow-n,  all  the  other  sections,  having  contributed  their  respective 
portions  of  the  expense  to  erect  the  good  house,  will  demand  one  equally  good  for 
themselves ; and  the  equity  of  such  a demand  is  so  obvious,  that  it  cannot  be  re- 
sisted. If,  on  the  other  hand,  each  section  were  a separate  district,  and  bound  for 
the  whole  expense  of  a new  house,  if  it  should  have  one,  it  would  be  tempted  to- 
continue  in  an  old  house,  long  after  it  had  ceased  to  be  eomfortable ; and  indeed,, 
as  experience  has  too  often  and  sadly  proved,  long  after  it  has  ceased  to  be  tenant- 
able.  So,  too,  in  undistricted  towns,  we  never  see  the  painful,  anti-republican 
contrast  of  one  school,  in  one  section,  kept  all  the  year  round,  by  a teacher  worth 
a hundred  dollars  a month,  while,  in  another  section  of  the  same  town,  the  school 
is  kept  on  the  minimum  principle,  both  as  to  time  and  price,  and,  of  course,  yield- 
ing only  a minimum  amount  of  benefit,  to  say  nothing  of  probable  and  irremedi- 
able evils  that  it  may  inflict.  In  regard  to  supervision,  also,  w’hen  the  school  com- 
mittee are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  all  the  schools,  they  will  be  constrained 
to  visit  all  alike,  to  care  for  all  alike,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to  aim,  in  all,  at  the 
production  of  equal  results  ; because  any  partiality  or  favoritism  will  be  rebuked  at 
the  ballot-box.  In  undistricted  towms,  therefore,  three  grand  conditions  of  a pros- 
perous sohool, — viz  : a good  house,  a good  teacher,  and  vigilant  superintendence, 
— are  secured  bjr  motives  which  do  not  operate  in  districted  towns.  Under  sacb 
a system,  it  is  obvious  that  each  section  of  a town  will  demand,  at  least,  an  equal 
degree  of  accommodation  in  the  house,  of  talent  in  the  teacher,  and  of  attention 
in  the  committee,  and,  should  any  selfish  feelings  be  indulged,  it  is  some  consola- 
tion to  reflect  that  they  too  will  bo  harnessed  to  the  car  of  improvement. 

I consider  the  law  of  1789,  authorizing  towns  to  divide  themselves  into  districts, 
the  most  unfortunate  law  on  the  subject  of  Common  Schools,  ever  enacted  in  the 
State.  During  the  last  two  years,  several  towns  have  abolished  their^istricts,  and 
assumed  the  administration  of  the  schools  in  their  corporate  capacity ; and  I learn, 
from  the  reports  of  the  school  committees,  that  many  others  are  contemplating  the 
same  reform. 
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We  hope  liiai  these  statements  of  our  Hon.  Secretary  w ill  have 
their  due  weight  in  determining  what  course  the  town  will  pursue  on 
this  subject. 

5.  Should  the  town  determine  on  the  course  reccommende.d,  anotii- 
er  advantage  would  by  this  means  be  secured.  The  business  of  select- 
ing teachers,  would  then  devolve  upon  the  general  committee,  as  a 
matter  ofcourse,  and  thus  the  likelihood  of  obtaining  compent  instruc- 
tors would  be  enhanced.  On  this  po^n'c  too,  we  will  gladly  let  the 
able  Secretary  again  speak  for  us. 

“Heretofore,  the  committees  have  encountered  almost  insurmountable  obsta- 
cles, in  their  endeavors  to  keep  unqualified  applicants  from  the  schools.  It  would, 
indeed,  be  strange,  if,  through  some  misapprehension  or  prejudice,  a well  qualified 
applicant  hud  not  sometimes  been  turned  aside.  In  the  administration  of  so  ex- 
tensive a system,  cases  of  mistake  or  of  injhstiee  will  occasionally  happen.  But 
the  danger  of  error  greatly  preponderates,  on  the  other  side.  Almost  all  the  mo- 
tives which  swerve  men  from  the  line  of  rectitude,  gravitate  in  that  direction.  The 
fact  that  the  prudential  committee  man  has  conditionally  engaged  the  candidate, 
is  presumptive  evidence  that  lie  is  acceptable  to  the  district.  The  relation  between 
the  prudential  committee  man  and  the  person  whom  he  presents  for  examination, 
creates  a sympatliy  in  the  mind  of  the  Ibrmer  for  the  latter.  The  committee  man 
is  prone  to  take  the  part  of  the  candidate  whom  he  has  selected,  and  to  become 
jealous  of  the  power  that  presumes  to  annul  his  initiatory  measures.  He  may  not 
know  w’here  to  seek  for  another  candidate,  and  he  foresees  that  the  search  will 
cost  him  time  and  trouble  for  which  the  law  provides  no  compensation.  Thus  his 
injured  interest  irritates  his  woundetf  pride.  The  candidate,  on  being  rejected, 
naturally  repairs  to  the  prudential  committee  to  tell  his  grievances.  He  sets  forth 
his  own  disappointment  and  loss,  charges  the  examining  committee  with  prejudice 
01*  hostility,  perhaps  exaggerates  the  difliculty  of  the  questions  propounded,  and 
])alliates  or  denies  the  imperfection  of  his  own  replies.  If  the  candidate  has  rela- 
tives or  friend.s  in  the  district,  or  if  any  of  its  members  have  been  desirous  that  he 
should  keep  the  school,  they  are  forthwith  appealed  to.  The.se  come  together  and 
form  a nucleus  of  opposition.  In  the  absence  of  any  one  to  represent  the  merits 
of  the  other  side,  they  easily  make  out  a strong  ca.se  of  injustice.  The  disaffected 
members  go  forth  and  preoccupy  the  public  mind  with  their  cz  yarte  representa- 
tions ; and  instances  have  not  very  uuirequently  occurred,  where  a district  meet- 
ing has  been  called,  and  the  decision  of  the  examining  committee  having  been  set 
aside  by  a species  of  small  nullification,  the  rejected  candidate  has  been  employ- 
ed and  paid,  and  has  then  left  the  town  triumphing,  like  an  administrator  of  Lynch 
law,  over  the  legal  autliority  he  had  contemned.  Such  has  been  the  disgiaceful 
hi.story  of  not  a very  small  number  of  cases  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Often,  in  such  a case,  when  the  complaint  first  reaches  the  ears  of  the  examining 
committee,  the  2)opular  mind  of  tne  district  has  been  made  up  ; and  it  is  difficult  if 
not  impossible  to  reverse  its  decision.  The  committee  may  set  forth  the  incapac- 
ity of  the  candidate,  they  may  repeat  his  absurd  and  ridiculous  answers  to  com- 
mon questions,  but  itw'ill  generally  be  too  late;  and  the  worst  result  of  all  is,  that 
the  committee,  after  having  been  defeated  once  or  twice  in  such  an  unequal  con- 
test, are  careful  how  they  provoke  a repetition  of  it.  Hence  they  are  grievously 
tempted  to  suffer  incompetency  to  pass  by  unrebnked;  because,  though  acknowd- 
edged  to  be  wrong,  they  persuade  themselves  that  it  is  the  least  of  two  evils.” 

Besides  the  argument  here  stated,  in  favor  ofthe  choice  of  teachers 
by  the  school  committee,  we  would  mention  the  fact  that  this  plan  is 
attended  with  less  expense.  The  committee  having  selected  all  the 
teachers  necessary,  will  then  be  able  to  agree  upon  some  day  in  which 
they  can  all  appear  and  be  examined  before  them  in  a body.  'Lhis 
■would  expedite  the  whole  bu.?iness  at  once,  and  at  comparatively  little 
cost.  Whereas  now,  the  general  committee  being  obliged  to  wait  the 
movements  ofthe  prudential  committees,  are  compelled  separately  to 
examine  each  individual  teacher,  as  he  is  chosen  and  sent  in.  This, 
of  course,  takes  up  more  time,  and  will  therefore  cost  more. 
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Again,  the  examination  of  teachers  by  the  committee  in  a body,  will 
be  more  likely  to  secure  the  object  for  which  such  examination  was 
appointed.  There  is  a responsibility  involved  in  turning  off  a candi- 
date for  iVicompetency,  which  is  by  no  means  an  enviable  one.  Few 
are  possessed  of  sufficient  nerve  and  resolution  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  a sensitive  female,  and  brave  out  her  tears  alone,  by  taking  such  a 
step,  even  though  it  might  appear  to  be  necessary.  Hence,  out  of 
mere  regard  to  the  feelings,  incompetent  teachers  are  often  approyed,^to 
the  injury  of  the  schools,  who  otherwise  would  be  kept  out.  The  work 
of  examination,  therefore,  in  order  to  be  properly  done,  and  made  ser- 
viceable, ought  to  be  performed  by  a full  committee,  who,  acting  in 
concert,  divide  the  responsibility,  and  sustain  each  other.  But  this  can 
seldom  be  the  case  under  the  existing  arrangement. 

There  are  other  considerations, obvious  to  those  who  will  think,which 
make  it  reasonable  that  the  school  committee  do  the  business  of  select- 
ing and  contracting  with  teachers.  They  have  the  task  of  examining 
the  schools,  and  therefore  will  naturally  be  the  best  qualified  to  judge 
what  kind  of  teachers  the  schools  require.  On  them  devolves  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  success  of  the  schools  ; they  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
able  to  meet  that  responsibility,  untrammelled  by  the  doings  of  others. 
Being  appointed  by  the  town,  they  will  be  less  in  danger  of  being 
swayed  by  petty,  local  influences,  which  now  so  often  operate  to  in- 
duce the  prudential  committees  to  select  individuals  that  are  not  com- 
petent to  tbeir  task.  The  reasonableness  of  these  statements  few  will 
be  inclined  to  question. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  we  would  earnestly  urge  upon  the 
town,  the  adoption  of  the  change  proposed.  It  is  our  sincere  convic 
tion,  that  no  thorough  and  equitable  system  of  education  can  ever.be 
established  throughout  our  schools  until  this  be  done.  So  long  as  the 
present  unequal,  illegal  division  of  the  town  into  districts  exists,  the 
difficulties,  which  we  have  alluded  to,  will  occur  again  and  again. 
They  are  necessarily  connected  with  the  existing  system  of  things, 
and  there  is  no  prospect  of  their  ever  being  obviated,  unless  it  be  by 
the  measures  so  ably  recommended  by  Mr.  Mann  in  his  last  Report. 
We  hope  therefore  that  the  town  will  consider  the  matter  dispassion- 
ately, and,  in  a spirit  of  candor,  decide  on  such  a course  as  will  most 
promote  the  interests  of  education  among  all  classes  in  our  midst. 
Some  individuals  may  perhaps  suppose  that  the  committee  are  advis- 
ing for  the  benefit  of  particular  sections  of  the  town,  to  the  injury  of 
others,  and  thus  by  evil  suspicions  they  may  be  led  to  reject  our  re- 
commendation. But  the  fact,  that  your  committee  are  composed  of 
individuals  taken  from  widely  separate  portions  of  the  town,  and  are 
equally  jealous  for  the  rights  of  their  several  neighborhoods,  ought  to 
be  a sufficient  guarantee  for  the  impartiality  of  their  suggestions. 
This  is  not  the  Report  of  a majority  simply.  We  aZ/ concur  in  the 
belief,  that  the  moment  the  town  takes  upon  itself  the  adrnistration  of 
all  its  educational  concerns,  the  inequalities  which  now  are  so  mani- 
fest throughout  the  districts,  will  no  longer  appear  and  the  democratic 
px\x\Q\p\Q,  of  serving  all  alike,  will  be  more  fully  carried  out.  The 
truth  of  this  assertion  may  be  seen  by  casting  an  eye  across  the  river 
on  the  schools  in  New  Bedford.  In  that  city,  the  school  houses  are 
of  a uniform  character,  and  all  the  children  are  equally  well  provided 
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for  and  educated.  The  same  would  be  the  case  with  us,  if  we  adopted 
a like  policy.  Let  us  then  no  longer,  by  maintaining  our  present 
system  of  school  operations,  continue  to  lag  behind  our  neigj(bors — but 
rather  let  us  throw  oft'  the  trammels  of  the  past  and  keep  pace  with  the 
advances  that  are  making  on  every  side  of  us. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  change  proposed,  and  show  its  practicabi- 
lity, we  here  subjoin  the  method  for  accomplishing  it  rightly,  as 
given  by  Mr,  Mann  in  his  report  p.  146. 

“ When  a town  which  has  been  districted,  wishes  either  to  abolish  its  districts, 
or  to  assume  its  right  of  ownership  and  control  over  the  schoolhouses,  a conven- 
ient and  equitable  mode  of  proceeding  is,  for  the  town  to  cause  an  appraisement 
of  the  value  of  all  the  existing  schodlhouses  to  be  made,  to  levy  a tax  sufficient  for 
the  erection  of  new  ones,  and  then  remit  to  the  tax  payers  of  each  of  tlie  old  dis- 
tricts a proportion  of  the  tax  equal  to  the  value  of  its  house.  In  this  way,  all  the 
houses  become  the  common  property  of  the  town,  and  if  any  district  has  just  pro- 
vided itself  with  a suitable  building,  it  is  exempted  from  a further  assessment;  it 
pays  its  tax  by  surrendering  its  house.” 

Allow  US  in  conclusion  to  suggest,  that  the  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject bo  entrusted  to  a committee  of  able,  and  interested  persons,  select- 
ed from  different  portions  of  the  town,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  during 
the  coming  year,  to  examine  the  state  of  the  districts,  determine  the 
best  localities  for  the  school  houses,  estimate  the  cost  of  the  proposed 
change  to  the  town,  and  then  publish  a printed  report  of  their  opinions 
and  proceedings,  in  season  to  have  it  acted  on,  a year  from  this  time. 
Such  a course  as  this,  will  give  all  time  to  make  up  their  minds  and 
decide  correctly  on  what  is  best  to  be  done.  The  change  ought  not  to 
be  made  without  mature  deliberation,  and  every  individual  ought  to 
hare  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  full  merits  of  the  case. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  committee  and  in  accordance  with  their  vote. 

D.  \V.  POOR,  Secretaiy, 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

AGENT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 

FOR  THE  PURCHASE  AND  SALE  OF 

SCHOOL  BOOKS 

FOR  liiE  YEAR  1846-7. 

rAIRHAVEV,  MASS. 

REVISED  STATUTES,  CHAP.  XXIII. 

§19.  “The  school  committee  of  each  town  may  piocnre,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  town,  or  otherwise,  a sufficient  supply  of  such  class  books, 
for  all  the  schools  [of  the  town,]  and  shall  give  notice  of  the  place, 
where  such  books  may  be  obtained  : and  the  books  shall  be  supplied 
to  the  scholars,  at  such  prices,  as  merely  to  reimburse  the  expense  of 
the  same.” 

§20.  “ In  case  any  scholar  shall  not  be  furnished  by  his  parent, 

master,  nor  guardian,  with  the  requisite  books,  he  shall  be  supplied 
therewith  by  the  school  committee,  at  the  expense  of  the  t(Bvn.” 

§21.  Provides,  that  the  expense  of  the  books  so  supplied  shall  be 
added  to  the  next  annual  tax  of  those  who  should  have  paid  for  the 
books  but  neglected  to  do  so. 

§32.  Provides,  that  if  the  parents,  masters  or  guardians  are,  in  the 
assessor’s  opinion,  unable  to  pay,  such  tax  may  be  wholly  or  partially 
omitted  from  their  tax  bills. 

The  undersigned,  authorized  by  your  committee,  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  above  law,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  follovying 

REPORT. 

The  laws  of  our  State  make  it  the  duty  of  all  “ parents,  masters  and 
guardians,  to  furnish  the  children  whom  they  send  to  school,  with  the 
kind  and  number  of  books  prescribed  for  their  use;  by  the  school  com- 
mittee.” Much  trouble  and  expense  would  be  saved  the  committee, 
did  every  parent,  i^iaster  and  guardian,  faithfully  perform  what  nature, 
as  well  as  man,  has  dictated. 

But  there  are  individuals  in  every  town,  over  whom  motives  of  the 
frlsest  economy  tyranize,  and  who,  to  save  a sixjsence,  would  deprive 
their  children  of  advantages  which  they  have  not  sufficient  wisdom  to 
value. 

The  law,  which  gives  your  ccmmitte  power  to  furnish  books  to  the 
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needy,  enables  them  summarily  to  deal  with  this  class,  and  without  al- 
tercation, shield  the  innocent  from  the  blight  of  covetousness.  Such, 
then,  is  one  obvious  advantage  of  the  law,  on  which  it  is  useless  to 
dwell. 

Again,  by  this  law,  the  committee  are  able  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  poor,  aid  the  children  of  want  to  attain  an  honorable  standing  in  the 
community,  and  put  the  poor  man’s  son  in  possession  of  the  same  ad- 
vantages for  gaining  knowledge  which  are  enjoyed  by  the  rich. 

And  once  more,  the  law  conduces  to  a desirable  uniformity  in  the 
books  which  are  used  in  the  schools,  and  thus  helps  the  teachers  to 
classify  their  scholars,  and  regulate  the  number  and  length  of  the  dif- 
ferent recitations.  When  the  books  areyfurniohcd  by  the  committee, 
they  are  easily  obtained  by  the  children,  and  wherever  this  is  the  case, 
we  seldom  find  a deficiency  in  the  supply.  The  want  of  a book  is  nev- 
er urged  as  a satisfactory  excuseior  a baTl^son. 

And  finally,  as  the  books  whole  sale,  and  are  to  be 

supplied  to  the  scholars  at  sucn  prices,  as  merely  to  reimburse  the  ex- 
pense of  the  same,  it  is  evident  that,  wherever  the  committee  are  faith- 
ful to  duty,  the  saving  of  expense  to  parents,  must  be  considerable.  In- 
deed complaints  have  been  made  to  us  by  retail  dealers  in  school  books, 
that  we  were  tresspassing  on  private  right,  and  interfering  with  the  law- 
ful profits  of  individuals.  It  is  true  that  books  have  been  sold  by  us  for 
lower  prices  than  retailers  could  often  purchase  at ; and  we  offer  their 
objections  to  our  proceedings,  to  the  consideration  of  the  town. 

The  experience  of  a previous  year  had  taught  us  that  the  advantages 
of  the  law  could  not  be  enjoyed  by  the  whole  tdwn,  unless  our  mode  of 
executing  it,  was  changed.  Experience  taught  us  that  several  places 
of  deposit^,  where  books  might  easily  be  obtained,  and  situated,  too,  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  were  wanted.  The  law  required  us  to  fur- 
nish books  to  all  the  scholars  belonging  to  all  the  schools  ; but  when 
only  one  place  of  deposit^?  was  established,  we  found  that  the  scholars 
in  its  immediate  neighborhood  were  the  only  purchasers  ; while  those 
at  a distance,  were  content  to  buy  at  the  retail  stores  and  at  retail  pri- 
ces, rather  than  incur  the  expense  and  labor  of  a long  journey.  Thus 
the  law  was  but  partially  obeyed,  and  its  advantages  were  enjoyed  by 
few. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  determined  to  establish  four  places  of 
deposit^ ; and  advantage  was  taken  of  a joint  meeting  of  the  Board  with 
several  Prudential  Committees,  to  decide  upon  the  most  elisfible  loca- 
tions for  these  deposits,  and  to  choose  agents  who  should  have  the 
<!are  of  each.  These  agents  were  to  be  trustworthy  men,  who  had  an 
interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  they  were  to  be  accountable  to 
your  subscriber,  who  alone  was  to  have  the  power  of  purchasing  books 
for  the  town. 

Our  original  plan  made  the  number  of  depositjfe  five;  and  another 
agency  situated  near  the  head  of  Acushnet  river,  somewhere  within 
the  limits  of  district  No,  4,  was  at  first  contemplated.  That  such  an 
agency  and  deposit^  was  desirable  will  be  clearly  seen  by  any  one  who 
takes  the  trouble  to  consider  the  position  of  the  schools,  and  their  dis- 
tances from  each  other.  The  Committee  have  not  changed  their  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  this  matter  : but  the  failure  of  co-operation,  and  the  re- 
luctance manifested  by  several  in  that  vicinity,  who  were  invited  to  aid 
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in  fuilhering  the  plan,  compelled  us  to  give  over  our  attempt,  7’hc 
want  of  public  spirit,  and  an  indifference  to  the  interests  of  Education, 
must  every  where,  and  always,  fetter  the  hands  of  a Committee,  whose 
success  in  their  arduous,  perplexing  and  thankless  duty,  so  much  de- 
pends on  the  thorough  sympathy,  and  cordial  concurrent  effort  of  their 
constituents.  In  this  business  every  shoulder  must  be  ready  for  the 
wheel,  and  every  true  heart  thankful  when  the  call  for  its  assistance 
comes  from  those  who  have  so  good  a right  to  claim  it. 

We  may  say  in  passing,  that  a meeting  like  the  one  referred  to,  will 
be  found  of  service  to  any  future  committee  as  long  as  the  present  sys- 
tem of  School  Districts  continues.  It  affords  an  opportunity  for  the 
members  of  the  Board  to  learn,  at  the  very  commencement  of  their 
year’s  work,  the  names,  and  become  familiar  with  the  faces  of  their 
fellow  laborers  of  the  Prudential  Committees.  And  we  heartily  sub- 
scribe to  the  sentiments  of  the  Secretary  of  Education,  contained  in 
his  last  Report,  viz. — “The  Prudential  Committee  and  the  Superin- 
tending Committee  are  different  hands  of  the  same  body,  and  if  they 
are  not  animated  and  moved  by-Uft'eommon  spirit,  either  one  can  de- 
feat the  most  praiseworthy  efforts  of  the  other” — Amen  and  Amtn. 

The  meeting  of  the  Board  with  the  Prudential  Committees  likewise 
saved  them  the  trouble  and  expense  of  notifying  every  district  sepa- 
rately, of  the  places  determined  on  for  the  deposit  of  Books.  Each 
Prudential  Committtee  man  left  that  meeting  with  a perfect  under- 
standing of  the  w'hole  plan,  and  thus  better  prepared  to  aid  the  Agent 
of  the  Board  in  carrying  it  into  operation. 

T*he  following  gentlemen  wore  chosen  as  Agents  for  the  sale  of  the 
Books.  Their  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  and  the  valuable  assistance 
they  have  rendered,  entitle  them  to  the  thanks  of  the  Committee. 

1.  Mr.  Samuel  Taber,  who  also  was  the  Prudential  Committee 
man  of  District  No.  2,  and  at  his  house  one  deposit  of  Books  was 
made. 

2.  Mr.  Daniel  Knowles,  who  was  also  the  Prudential  Commit- 
tee man  of  District  No.  6,  and  at  his  house  the  seeond  deposit  was 
made; 

3.  Mr.  Henry  Aikin,  who  was  also  the  Prudential  Committee 
man  of  District  No.  16,  and  at  his  house  the  third  deposit  was  made. 

4.  Mr.  A.  P.  WiLLcox,  who  was  not  one  of  the  Prudential  Com- 
mittees, but  whose  public  spirit  and  whose  interest  in  education  in- 
duced him  to  labor  through  the  year  as  the  assistant  of  the  Commit- 
tee in  the  discharge  of  their  arduous  duties — a servant  without  money 
and  without  price.  At  his  store,  in  District  No.  12  and  13,  ih.e  fourth 
deposit  was  made. 

During  the  necessary  absence  of  Mr.  Willcox,  the  supply  of  books 
to  the  children  dependent  on  the  deposit  entrusted  to  him,  was  furnish- 
ed by  your  subscriber,  w'ho,  through  the  year,  has  had  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  several  agencies,  has  endeavored  to  fuinish 
every  child  in  all  the  schools  w'ith  books,  has  made  all  the  purchases 
and  supplied  all  the  agents  and  several  of  the  teachers  with  whatever 
was  called  for  by  them.  We  think  it  may  be  said,  without  boasting, 
that  in  no  previous  year  have  the  scholars  been  more  uniformly  sup- 
plied w’ith  books, — that  in  no  previous  year  have  the  wants  of  the 
schools  been  met  at  less  expense  to  parents  and  to  guardians/*  If  this 


be  so,  we  have  nol  labored  in  vain  ; and  that  it  is  so,  the  condition  of 
3'oiir  schools  will  testify.  In  closing,  we  would  say  to  our  successors, 
that  many  desirable  improvements  remain  for  them  to  commence  and 
perfect.  We  would  not  dictate  to  them,  neither  intrude  an  opinion 
which  has  not  been  called  for.  But  one  thing  we  would  do  for  them, 
because  we  wish  that  our  predecessors  had  done  it  for  us;  and  that 
is, — leave  some  hint,  which  experience  makes  valuable,  to  aid  in  an- 
swering the  question — “ what  books  had  better  be  retained  in  the 
schools?”  Such  a list,  we  should  have  regarded  as  a jewel  of  some 
price,  in  the  first  year  of  our  office; — and  such  a list  we  furnish  be- 
low : 

Swci?i's  Course  of  Readers. 

Greenleaf  s Course  of  Arithmetics. 

Emerson’s  National  Spelling  Book. 

Spelling  and  Thinking  Combined. 

Moi  •se’s  School  Geography. 

Bailey’s  Algebra. 

Pierce’s  Geometry^ 

Well’s  School  Grammar. 

Johnson’s  Natural  Philosophy. 

Sullivan’s  Political  Class  Book. 

Comstock’s  Physiology. 

Goodrich’s  U.  S.  History. 

Parley’s  Common  School  History. 

Worcester’s  History. 

Mitchell’s  Ancient  Geography.' 

Boyd’s  Rhetoric. 

Total  expense  for  school  books  during  the  sch.  year  1846-7, 

Total  of  cash  realized  from  sales. 

Total  of  uncollected  debts  to  be  considered  by  the  assessors, 

Total  value  of  books  owned  by  the  town,  and  yet  in  the 
hands  of  the  School  Committee, 

The  Committee  have  disposed  of  some  unsaleable  books,  and  there- 
by diminished  the  debt  contracted  by  the  purchase  of  new  books.  The 
books  now  in  their  hands  are  such  as  are  frequently  called  for,  and  may 
be  regarded  as  so  much  cash. 

All  of  which  is  Respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  DAWES, 

Agent  for  School  Committee. 
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